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NewDelhi,April 22

HOWDOyouembodythephil-
osophies of ahimsa, com-
passion,self-restraint,andethi-
cal living in a building? How
can a structure tell the story of
a centuries-old religion that is
built on the premise of liber-
ation from the cycles of birth
andrebirth?Therecentlyinau-
gurated Samrat Samprati Mu-
seumofJainHeritage inKoba,
Gujarat, designedbyMumbai-
basedSJKArchitects,manages
to achieve this through
multiple ways, not only in
form,ofdesigninganall-white
marble building, but also
through the strategy of move-
mentofpeopleacrossdifferent
spaces in the two-acreplot.

Sandwiched between Ma-
haviralaya,thetemple,andthe
Gyan Tirth, the library, at Ma-
havirJainAradhanaKendra,is
themuseumthat isnowhome
toover2,000exhibits,collected

oversixdecades,whichinclude
the single largest collection of
Jain manuscripts in India,
bronzes, stone sculptures,
miniature paintings and ritual
objects,manyof themsourced
by theclientandcuratorof the
museum,PremalKapadia.

Theprojectthatbeganasan
idea nearly 15 years ago devel-
oped on paper in 2018. When
the team from SJK Architects
visited the site they saw the
square plot thick with neem
trees,andJainpilgrimsusingit
asathoroughfaretomovefrom
the temple to thebhojanshala.
“This led to the ideaofanelev-
atedbuilding,creatingapublic
space open to all. We retained
andconservedallexistingtrees
and built around them,” says
Sarika Shetty, partner, SJK
Architects. The museum
stands six metres above the
groundontwolevels,initspris-
tinewhiteformmadewithAm-
bajimarble.

“The museum is a celebra-

tion of the enlightened ones,
the Trinthakaras. Often Jain
temples are places of celebra-
tion with decoration, with all
theircarvingsandstorytelling.
The museum depicts the Jain
wayof thinking, in its spartan,
restraineddesign,”saysShimul
JaveriKadri,foundingpartner,
SJKArchitects.

Themuseumplandrawsin-

spiration from the Ranakpur
Temple, one of the five most
sacredpilgrimagesitesofJain-
ism, with the mandala or the
yantra centric to its design,
oftenseeninJainpaintings.On
the entrance floor, a courtyard
calls for pause, congregation
and reflection. This non-tick-
eted space is open to all, from
families to scholars and tour-

ists.Theshallowwaterbodyat
thecentreisanantidoteforthe
region's harsh summer while
the neem trees provide the
much-neededshade.Thislevel
also has the conservation lab-
oratory, reserve vault and a
temporary exhibition gallery.

Ticketed access begins on the
first floor, asoneslowlyclimbs
up towards the gallery on a
ramp. The gallery spaces,
spread across two floors, first
are accessed in a clockwise di-
rection and in an anti-clock-
wiseorderon the second floor,

almostlikeatempleparikrama.
“Thisisalsoassociatedwith

many Jain pilgrimage centres,
likeinPalitanaorGirnar,where
temples are located at higher
elevations and reaching them
involves an upward journey.
The ramp becomes a meta-
phor, an emotional expression
of that movement from the
lower realm to a higher one,”
saysShetty.

SJKArchitectsensuredthey
wouldmakethisprojectcollab-
orative when they got in Batul
Raaj Mehta & Associates
(BRMA) for the interpretive
planning of the museum and
OasesDesignfortheexhibition
graphics. BRMA, who have
worked on the planning and
visitorexperiencefortheBihar
Museum, brought their learn-
ing to this project. Founding
partnerBatulRaajMehta says,
“We were mindful of the nar-

rativewehadbeforeus,placing
Jain history in context of its
values, its chronology, across
kingdoms and time frames.
Withthestoriesof theTrintha-
karas through sculptures and
scrolls,paintingsandartefacts,
wehadtoensurethelayperson
and the scholar could derive
meaning fromtheexhibits.”

Torelievemuseumfatigue,
the architects placed jharokas
along the facade, which opens
out to the exterior. “In themu-
seum,weendeavoredtobridge
thepastandthepresent, inthe
most subtle, contemporary
manner, such that the funda-
mentalbridgeisemotions.The
emotionofausterityandseren-
ity, non-violence, is what one
should feel in thespace, rather
than overt symbology or rein-
terpretation of architectural
gestures,” saysJhaveri.
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Projectsof ‘national importance’
can’tbestalledbylandowners: HC

CouRT pERmITS HIGH-TENSIoN lINESoNAGRI lAND

Aditi Raja
Vadodara,April 22

EMPHASISINGTHATprojects
of“national importance”,such
as the laying of electricity
transmission lines, cannot be
stalledbyobjectionsofprivate
landowners, the Gujarat High
Court recentlydismissedpeti-

tions of farmers from Morbi
districtwhohadchallengedan
orderfromtheadministration,
and permitted a transmission
company to lay high-voltage
linesontheiragricultural land.

Justice HM Prachchhak
dismissedthepetitions, citing
the accepted legal position
that transmission projects
aimed at evacuating large-
scale renewable energy are
matters of larger public inter-
est. TheCourt agreedwith the
respondent company’s sub-
mission, which stated that
“privateinterestsmustyieldto
the largerpublic good”.

The petitioners, who are
landowners from Rapar in
Morbi district, had sought di-
rectionsagainstthestateauth-
orities, including the district
magistrate and collector of
Morbi,whopassedanorder in
July 2025, allowing Halvad

Transmission Ltd. to lay an
overhead transmission line
under the transmission sys-
tem for evacuation of addi-
tional 7GW of RE power from
KhawdaREPark.

The petitioners’ advocate
VB Mehta submitted that no
consent had been sought by
the authorities from the land-
owners and that the notice is-
suedinthenewspapers,aspart
of the process, did not specify
the lands through which the
transmissionlineswouldpass.
The counsel also submitted
apprehensions raised by the
petitionersabout the"psycho-
logical terror" of having high-
voltagetransmissionlinesover
fertile fields, stating that it
"creates a continuous action-
ablehazardasagriculturalop-
erationsrequirepresencefrom
dawntodusk, these linespose
a life-threatening risk to

farmers, laborers, and live-
stock for theprojected25-year
lifespan of the project... and
diminish the mental well-
beingand labourproductivity
of the rural community."

TheHCcitedtheprinciples
laid down by the Supreme
Court inthecaseofPowerGrid
Corporation of India that "for
laying down any electricity
supply-line by the licensee,
there is no prior consent
requiredbythelicenseeunder
the Indian Electricity Act,
2003..."TheHCconsideredthe
submissions of senior advo-
catePercyKavinaonbehalf of
the transmission company
that the petitioners’ obstruc-
tion, "based on a purely pe-
cuniary claim for compensa-
tion,cannotbeallowedtohalt
a project of national impor-
tance" and cited the judg-
ments of various high courts

that have held that projects of
public interest cannot be ob-
structedby landowners as the
"the balance of convenience
lies overwhelminglywith [the
company]."

The HC, analysing the sec-
tions of the Indian Electricity
Act,2003andTheIndianTele-
graph Act, 1885, held that the
petition was "devoid of any
merits". The HC, however,
stated that it was open for the
petitioners, if they were en-
titled for compensation, to
take the appropriate course of
action to "file an application
for compensation before the
districtmagistrate".Thecourt
also directed the district
magistrate to decide on such
applicationsforcompensation
made by the landowners "in
accordance with law, after af-
fording proper opportunity to
thepetitioners".

Translatingmemoryof anancient religion into a contemporary idiom
SAMRAT SAMPRATI MUSEUM OF JAIN HERITAGE IN KOBA, GUJARAT, THAT OPENS TO PUBLIC ON APRIL 23, INCLUDES THE SINGLE LARGEST COLLECTION OF JAIN MANUSCRIPTS IN INDIA

Treasurehunting!
Several people scour through the Sabarmati riverbed near the Riverfront as they look for riches in
Ahmedabad. The river’s flow has been halted from the Vasna Barrage for maintenance. Bhupendrarana

Petitionershad
raised
apprehensions
about the
‘psychological
terror’ of such
power lineson
fertile fields

The museum plan draws
inspiration from the Ranakpur
Temple, one of the five most
sacred pilgrimage sites of
Jainism, with the mandala or
the yantra centric to its design,
often seen in Jain paintings.

Ahmedabad
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Date : 22  April, 2026   

GODAVARI BIOREFINERIES LIMITED
CIN: L67120MH1956PLC009707

Regd. Off. : Somaiya Bhavan, 45/47, M G Road, Fort, 
Mumbai - 400001 Website:  www.godavaribiorefineries.com, 

Email: investors@somaiya.com, Tel.: 022-61702100

Dear Shareholders,

Pursuant to SEBI Circular No. H0/38/13/11(2)/2026-MIRSD-POD/I/3750/2026 dated January 

30, 2026, shareholders are hereby informed that a Special Window has been opened from 

February 05, 2026, to February 04, 2027, for re-lodgement of transfer deeds. These facilities 

are available for re-lodgement of transfer deeds which were lodged before 1st April, 2019, 

for transfer of physical shares and were rejected/returns/not attended due to a deficiency 

in the documents/process or otherwise. All transfers requested duly rectified and re-lodged 

during the aforesaid period will be processed through the transfer cum demat mode, i.e. 

the shares will be transferred to the transferee only in dematerialised mode.  

Shareholders who wish to avail the opportunity are requested to contact our Registrar and 

Transfer Agent MUFG Intime India Private Limited  (formerly Link Intime India Private 

Limited) at rnt.helpdesk@in.mpms.mufg.com, Contact Number 1800 1020 878, Unit 

Godavari,  C 101, Embassy 247, L B S Marg, Vikhroli (West), Mumbai,400083.

The copy of the circular is also available on the website of the Company at 

www.godavaribiorefineries.com

For Godavari Biorefineries Limited
Sd/- 

Samir Somaiya
Chairman and Managing Director 

Special Window for Re-lodgement of Transfer Request of Physical Shares


